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Figures

This year about 180 students from the Lycée Pasteur participated in the various Time Project activities: 

· Design a Clock:  two classes of 6ème and one of 5ème (about 75 students between 11 and 13) drew clocks and watches on peace and diversity. 

· Unite the Nations Game:  1 class of 4ème (25 students between 13/14) made the questions and played the Unite the Nations Game. About 20 students from 3ème (14-15 year old) helped them on Time Day. They were all tutored by 30 students from 2nde2 (15/16 year old students)

· Classroom Twinning – three classes of 3ème (75 students between 14/15) participated in the Lower English Twinning Activity while 1 class of 2nde (15/16) participated in the Upper English Twinning Activity all along the year (April and September).

Process and Organization

Design a Clock

Anne Vidal, the Arts Teacher, developed the Design a Clock activity during her class (see some drawings on website) and the students showed a lot of enthusiasm for it.  However, as she joined the project a bit late, she regretted not having prepared it better beforehand and expressed the wish to team with other teachers next year. She’d rather work with the students in inter-disciplinarity so as to give them the possibility to reflect on the various aspects of time in different study areas before the drawing phase.

Mrs. Vidal also put me in contact with two NGOs (OCA, IDETI) that take care of communities in need and who expressed their interest in participating. One of them, OCA, has already sent their first batch of drawings on the theme and would also like to develop the activity better during the year. Further contacts, workshops and presentations are planned for next year to include them in the project.

Some weeks after the project the classes who did not participate were taken to the lab to do a treasure hunt on the various contributions sent to Time Project and see their colleagues’ work.

Unite the Nations Game

The Unite the Nations game was prepared well ahead. First, Haydée de Oliveira, the English teacher piloted a vocabulary/theme awareness activity with her 4ème1 class using the questions from the previous years.

Then, the students worked together with Maria José de Lara, Portuguese teacher and Lívia Sampaio, Brazilian history teacher to prepare the questions according to their programs. The questions were brought back to the English classroom, sorted out, translated and sent to Time headquarters. Although the principal only gave the students permission to start the game at 8 o’clock in the morning local time and participate for 3 hours, they made most of their time and managed to finish all the questions. A nice synergy was created by the fact that three different levels participated with different roles:  the older students from 2nde tutored the younger ones, and a nice synergy was created among the classes.

Comment from a student:

“I liked the "This is our time" project very much. We worked with students of all grades. I am very sociable so I am very fond of working in groups with people I don't know yet. The classes given in the computer room were much fun and dynamic. We are freer in front of the screen... 


I think we should participate in more projects that involve pupils from different classes.  The "game" against time is not usual at school so we enjoyed it very much.” (Milena C. 3ème 3)
 

Classroom Twinning Activity

Most of the work for the Classroom Twinning Activity was done in class and at home before Time Day.

The twinning letters were composed at home, after discussion in class. Students had a plan to follow, research to do and had to send their letters through e-mail. They were marked according to rubrics. (See attachment).

We managed to do some work on the Diversity Issues during the previous weeks in class, which was extremely productive. Many students realized that even though they live in Brazil and some are 100% Brazilian, they know very little about their country and somehow do not relate it to their everyday life.

Their first choice of music and films, for instance, reflected mostly American or European bands. Only when pressed, did they talk about local bands. They discovered that although they had heard about some of the Brazilian traditions, culture, folklore or heritage sites, they were not very much aware of all that was involved. The activity encouraged them to explore the different points in order to be able to talk about them and exchange ideas with other students asking questions. Some suddenly realized that what they were learning was not just “another subject”, content for a test but that reality is complex, can be seen from different points of view and that each one of us has our own problems and values. 

On Friday 8th, the students were only allowed to participate in the forums for two hours.They regretted not having more time to discuss and were disappointed they did not have the opportunity to meet anyone online so as to lead a live conversation. They were very happy, however,  to have been able to answer the questions and to read what the other students had to say. We all hope we will manage to set up and participate in a video-conference next March.

Some comments on the project in the students’ end of the year report on their class:

“…I think that the best classes were those when we used the computer and communicated with people from other countries. I believe that this is the best way of learning, actually using the language. So, I guess that this is my suggestion, to use English rather that just learn it, because I believe this is how we really learn.” (Catarina C.B. 3ème 3)

“...On one hand, the idea of having contacts with other students from multiple regions is really exciting. But it would be nicer if the conversations went faster and were less open. I mean that I would prefer to talk only with a person and not with all people together…” (Giulia M. 2nde)
“Well, in English this year, we did a lot of things. I can't remember all, but I can say it was a lot. I have learnt a lot of things with new technologies and on the Internet. I think we have most worked on Internet than any other thing. 

…There is also "Time Project" and "Unite the Nations”, which was cool because I talked with people from Italy and France. And also when we talked about the ecological problems around the world. This year was very different in English. We learnt different things about different cultures… “(Leonardo, 2nde)

“We entered time project site, and we read about cultures around the world. Here is what we learnt:

First of all, the Mexican culture: they have an instrument called "mariachi", a song called "cumbias"and the famous singer Carlos Santana. Then, a sculpture that represents the Mexican nationalism: "The Angel of Independence". There’s a movie that symbolizes Mexico in the 50´s. There is a very famous painter named Guadalupe Posada.

The Indonesian culture is based on traditional clothes, music and dance (Kebaya, Suwe-Orayamu and Tari piring) and on each island they have their own habits.

In Indonesia you can find one of the Seven Wonders of the World: The Borobudur Temple. The famous cities are Yogyokarta and Malioboro.

A typical Indonesian ceremony is the Tumpek Uduh.The cultural movie is Pasir Berbisik. Everyone knows that the Bali beaches are wonderful however the biggest threat to the environment is the pollution caused by tourism. The water is very dirty and sometimes it is black or brown because restaurants and hotels throw all the waste into the rivers.” 

Paola, Monique and Richard (3ème and 2nde).
